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The Campaign Against Child Labour is a network with
about 5400 members in 16 States. Itis a coalition of
children's organisations, women's groups, grass roots
organisations,trade unions and academic institutions
as well as individual citizens from different walks of
life. Since the time of its initiation in 1992, it has brought
to focus the issue of child rights in general and fo-
cussed specially on the issue of child labour in vari-
ous forums, both national and international, within the
state and civil society. '

CACL aims at the immediate and total eradication of

child labour and at ensuring children their Fundamental

right to Education upto 18 years of age.

Among its objectives are:

[ to create awareness for the eradication of
child labour

e - tolobby for review of legislation and policy on
child labour and education

#» to investigate and bring to justice violations
against child labourers |

@ to put forth successful experiments as
alternate strategies to eradicate child labour
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In the past year, CACL has worked together on the
Right to Education as a fundamental right, Juvenile
Justice, the immediate eradication of child labour with
a special focus on the domestic sector and hotel
industry.

aisonal BNt on kcid abous
Over the past ten years, CACL has been increasingly
concerned about the special situation of Girl-child
labour . If the vulnerability of child labour in general
requires special legislation and monitoring to protect
their rights and ensure a proper environment for

proper growth and development, then the situation is
far more acute in the case of Girl-child labour.

An estimate of NSS (1979) reveals that 10-20% of
total child labour force are engaged in domestic work
and of these 78-80% are girls.If we go by an ORG
survey in 1983 on child labour,this would put the num-
ber of girl-child labourers at over 19 million. In rural
areas, most of the children are in the agricultural sector.
This figure however does not take into account what
is sometimes called the "invisible work force" of
children. Working as domestic help, cooking, cleaning
and tending the younger sibling, freeing the parents
to work in the field of which the overwhelming majority
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are girls. Girls working as domestics, for which the
preferred ages are 12-15, are extremely vulnerable.
While in the case of other forms of child labour as in
factories and workshops where some form of state
control and monitoring is possible, domestic workers
in private homes have no safe-guards.

This lack of effective external supervision leads to a
potential exploitative work environment with long hours
of work, low rewards and a relatively high level of physi-
cal and even sexual abuse.

The National Event, focusing on the girl child labour is
“an attempt to provide a common platform at the na-
tional level, for grass root workers and researchers,
resource institutions and individuals working with or
for child labour and to girl child labourers themselves,
to share experiences and their perspective on child
labour and advocate for their own rights as giris.

This will be on a scale as well as a level of prepared-
ness that would make it difficult for relevant institu-
tions, whether state or non-state, to ignore. It would
highlight positive experiences and initiatives that would
form the corner stone for a better approach to pro-
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moting the rights of the girl child labourers.

In brief, the objectives of the Mega-event would

be:

e to focus public attention and pressurize the
government to evolve and implement effective
policies and programmes, which would include
having both agricultural labour and domestic labour
declared as hazardous.

e to highlight sectoral violations against child
labourers, especially the girl child labourers.

e toimpress upon the public the hazards faced by
domestic girl child labourers, the exploitative work
environment with long hours of work, low rewards
and a relatively high level of physical and even
sexual abuse.

e todemand for the eradication of child labour in

general.
Pariicipants

The number of participants at the national Event would
be around 800 girl children from 16 states. They will
be selected through smaller scale events at the State
Level. Individuals and organisations with experience
and expertise in law enforcement, judiciary and edu-
cation will be included as well as those accompany-
ing the participating girls.
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The event will be at Mysore, Karnataka on 5-7 March,
2008.

The national Event will be the culmination of the State
level processes in the 16 states where CACL is ac-
tive. The state level process will be over 8 months
during which status reports and studies on the situa-
tion and concerns of girl child labour in the area will
be prepared and then shared at the State Event. The
children themselves will have a major role and voice
in the entire process to ensure greater participation.

Each State will have a state level consultation with
representation from all the districts in the State. The
process is inclusive and bottom-up, and hence there
will be no preset themes. The agenda and issues to
be addressed will emerge from the state process it-
self.

A broad but tentative framework for the National Event
has been prepared and this will be given more spe-
cific form based on the content inputs from the State
Events. '
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e Public attention will be focused on the plight of
girl chiltHabour and a mass movement against
employment of child labourers, especially girl
children in the domestic sector will be initiated.

e The government will be under pressure to review
policies and introduce measures for immediate
eradication of child labour, with a special focus
on girl-child labour.

e Itwillaugment the process for getting employment
of girl children in domestic and hotel sectors
declared as hazardous or most intolerable forms
of child labour and prohibited.

e An event of this scale will invite the attention of
the international agencies and help highlight the
issue at the global level.

e It will build up public pressure for employers to.
release and rehabilitate children employed and
further desist from employing children.

e It will encourage and bring together activists to
bring out into the open, cases of violation on girl
child labourers and initiate legal action.

FESSST SR R RS R T T L AT
Concept Note on National Eventon Girl Child Labour 6



CACL had organized National conventions on child labour and
Public Hearing earlierin 1994 at Chennai and in 1997 at Delhi.
Child labourers from various states representing different
sectors participated in these events. A large number of
organizations, activists, government officials, trade unions,
women's groups, academicians, eminent citizens joined this
mega programmes. These events helped in creating
awareness among the public and also exerting pressure on
the Government to form policies and programmes to tackle
the problem. The event presently planned will help keep up
the pressure on the Government to immediately implemer.t

programmes for the rehabilitation of girl child labourers.
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Documentation on best practices of
girl child labourers' rehabilitation

It was felt by the CACL that a quantitative survey
research to assess the extent or spread of girl child
labour in particular sectors across states is neither
feasible nor financially viable. Instead, it was felt that
the practices, strategies and alternatives over the last
decade and more that have worked and proved
successful for the elimination of child labour,
specifically girl child labour need to be highlighted.
For the purpose of the Public Hearing it would be
desirable to build a holistic understanding of the
practice of girl child labour, providing the larger macro
picture across districts/ states of the context in which
girls are employed, their working and living conditions
and the dynamics of their employment in that particular
sector - (why are more girls employed and not boys,
gender differentials in wages etc.). In addition, we
need to gather data on specific dimensions of girl
child labour in various sectors of work identified for
the public hearing.

This approach would enakble CACL highlight the
definite strategies that have emerged through the field
practice of member organizations that points the way
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forward for the elimination of girl child labour in various
sectors. This nature of Research and Documentation
will help in building a positive outlook that "it is possible
to say no to Child Labour as alternatives do exist."

Formatior daiacollection
The accompanying format is a guideline for data
collection on aspects related to girl child labour which
will form the basis of a consolidated report that
documents the situation and prevalence of girl child
labour and identifies the strategies employed by
different NGOs for rehabilitation.

The sectors that have been shortlisted for study are
as follows:

Primary Sector Manufacturing Sector | Service Sector

Agriculture Matchand Fireworks | Hoteland Catering

Cotton Seed Construction Bars and Beauty
Salons

Animal Husbandry | Beedi Rag picking

Floriculture Handicrafts Childrenin
Prostitution

Sericulture Agarbatti Domestic Work incl.
Work in the home

Forest Produce Textiles and Silk Vending

Fisheries and

Prawn Farming Brick Kilns
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The State Convenors in discussion with other
Committee members should decide which sectors will
be taken up for study. This decision could be taken
based on the large presence of child labour in that
sector and the experience and effective work of child
labour elimination done in those sectors by groups.
The accompanying format should then be sent to the
elevant organisations for gathering data.

. -
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NGOs mayse one orall of the flloin sources for
information.

Primary Secondary

Interviews and Focus group " Govtreports

discussions with

" Girl child labourers " Newspaper articles

" Parents/ larger community " Annual reports / other reports
ofthe NGO

" Employers °

" NGO staff

" Elected representatives

(if relevant)
" School authorities (if relevant)

The collated data will be released as a public document
during the national event on girl child labour to be
held at Mysore, Karnataka in March 2003.
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Venue
Mysore - Dasara Exhibition Grounds

Date
5,6,7 March 2003

Organiser of the Event
Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL)

Host Organisation
Rural Literacy & Health Programme (RLHP), Mysore

Focus
Girl child labour

Participants

1000 girl child labourers from 20 states

800 adults including NGOs, media persons,
government officials, associations, institutions,
delegates from South Asian countries

No. of states participating

20 states

(Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Orissa, Maharashtra, Chattisgarh,
Bihar, Uttaranchal, Jharkhand, Manipur, West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh)
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Inaugural Ceremony

Release of souvenir

Film show/ Magic Show

Exhibition of Children's paintings/
posters/photographs

Cultural Events

Children's Group discussions
Children's Press Meet

Symposium on Girl Child labour
Public Hearing - testimonies from girl
child labourers in various sectors
Procession & Human chain of child
labourers

Valedictory Function

Agriculture- cotton & floriculture
Fisheries & Prawn farming
Sericulture

Match & fireworks

Beedi

Handloom & Hosiery

Brick kilns

Domestic workers

Ragpicking & scavenging

Bars & Beauty saloons
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qTfert AAgU B LT FIHAA
5,6,7 A4 2003

e -Hteel At s (C.A.C.L.) &7 9 1992 &
BT | &0 AT 7 ST 16 T & el AT & 1 300% wawt
ot HEIT TT6,000 & | 30 W § 3794 aTel-Geand, wfer-
Sreqforer STHT GeTy quT awTST % AR ST § i S0y a1
AT wferfoa & | g & & 3w w3 she e
TG 9T T AT, TEA 3T i @< o a9 &9 &
T % SHfeTT o fAvy &9 & wrer worgd F e & o asft
& AT Hiad fFaT & |

CACL.FT &9 § : AT AL &7 A AT Qof &9 &
S HLAT T T= F AfTad w7 & 18 af # 3w g% e
& srferaRT &1 e |

> aTel g A o & GE i e & e % e
& ford Goreper T |

> T qgd & Rl &1 IJeotue 21 9% @it (s
HEAT AT AT fReamr |

> UH Al ST T SR AT A AT TAGE F I F
forr gerfioof fasew o & |
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famer af C.A.C.L. ¥ fergsr #¢ 59 g& ¢ 9 fFr §
- faverT & AfeTe gor afdae ©, ATt Aergdl &7 deblel S,
o % HHT F for g R staet arer 7eigdl o faer =,
Erae IUNT § aTer AOIgL a9l "SadTEel sedra” |

foreser aw aut & anforsr worgyl 4 fafore aff@rfaai C ACL.
¥ forg e & e &t fawa &= o & | s St
ugd A ST Afed e § a9 & (aF [HfeE ST &
HTATIFAT &, Ik AT bt geear  forg frdreqor 26 e
SETd ® T I% SUge fadE ST Wl & forg Suge
JTETATOT YT I A7 ATGIIHRAT & | 26 §EEE § a9 dl
anferT woTga Hfory aftferfeat sifem avfie o i g & |

NSS (1979) & SIH F SFFAL T¥ &1 ASZA T 10-20%
e 7 fowT S FAT § G & AT 34 78-80% % ASHIAT
% | 1983 & ORG T 6 70 wferor ¥ AgaTe aferst worgal
T T@AT 19,000,000 (TF FUS 75 ATE) § JILE | AT 7341
3 STeTAT a9 P 6 § H F4d | qeAr H F q9 yiier 720
o i &, o o iR st ST & | Spfer ST e &
A T R AL ARY S, S A o WA H W HA, AT
UHMT, T A1 THS HAT, TAT BIE WIE-TSAT Dl GG HLAT,
AT AT AT ST ATET SHC FH F GF | THH ASHAT B
&Y TT T ST & | AT F AHAAT BT FH FA B 12-15

T R T T R R R
Concept Note on National Event on Girl Child Labour 14




a9 T AHRT A1 AT e BT ¥ | 37 eresAr Hforr wiwor
F1 OB e A guraen aga i &l & | o= i sreamEt
T QA § FH F AT AT AAGA B FO-FS TG
fereramn & fAdterer enfa it srae i @vmaer S ¥, uig o0 &
FH FEAATT THT & B Hferd FE Faegqr 78 Sdr |

ST STET (Ao 7 STHIE HX aTrareor & d9reT Sy
S AT & - 1 A SdT T, S9Aty da9 au9r oo 7 Sfi
AT |

ﬁaﬁwmﬁwwﬁwmaﬁﬁww%&amﬁ
 forr Ui W I U QI 6 GET R A R § 0 e
€ | TE 6H [ AT WY UL B HAATS FRAwATAT Hlor,
ST FeATSAT Hford, AT TeATsit Hferdr weigal & a1y 7 I7%
Rt o fordl T T ATt AT Hforer Ueh SITUTE AT, STET ¥ A
ST SATTE T AT - T STTHAT BT TAT S -Hog L o Wl ooy
Tt 7 SHTaT - SaTH e Wbl 31T TET O AT AegT A
aftrewdl Fford @t awera # g |

TE FHIGH 304 g% UHM 9 SR S T ol ¥ |y
BRI &T dafaa et ey, IR 47 sy, T6E sEe
FAT Guhlel 81 AT | A€ I HITHT AWl a7 T
FISTATSAT T STHTI STATT, ST T ATfersT Al & Aty #
STt o fordl Al T ATeTE ST q9 |
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> AT & ST Hied HEAT | T ATAT AT HrAHA
FT AT e ¥ ford §¥eTe 9% qard STeT | 8T € v
T G G a1 T S0 AT A F T 7 HAl
§ T FT HH AT GAETE T & |

>  qA-Feigdl & Rdl &1 IeEd AT A 9C g
eTeT, fany w9 & arferdr woigd & g2 # |

> ST % T 39 A1 1 THE BT 6 T4 F FH FLAATAT
AT @1 g GO HT GTEAT HLAT TLGT © | AT
#H oW, H A ddr AqHl, 98 § 99 FH, FAC
ol 7 S st 81 1 srerfUe Evra |
> Tl AAGY $ I & ford AAT FEAT |
Fafgmaat
T WET A § 16 TAT § T 1000 ASHAT WA
ft | @, T T e F A § dafaa fGuew 7 s
AT Ut Genett i affreia BT SRET | aEd § 9RO
areAT A=Al & | AHAT AnT o e @ S |
T ; S A HEM, A, FAlCE
fawrie : 5-7 W, 2003

Hie

TET G HT 6T 37 16 T &L & HREABAT 6 AT
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a7 Ruia e, S8l 9T il CACLFEYE & | 57 & &1 gt
& ford w1 3Te WEN T a0 SN | T & < forel # arforar
HIGAT T SARATAT AT TAY ST THEATSAT &7 A fabam st
| $H FX UF " RUE JATT BT ST | T ' O 36
T % ¥ forer a1 wfafafee s | ooy w1 % s § e o
FT "SHEATA" T Bl AT | T AT HT @AY AT TET AR
1 0 H = A ATt A IR IAw & wgEar G | o
d%E & g€ 9T inclusive' T4T 'Bottom-up' 1 BT |

zafers &g off faw ar = g@fatia w8 &
Y@ 9 Aecaqul fAuAT & smfawia e w & 9iwar F &
BT |

T T TR Hferd TF [Aegd ddhe TS &g
A faEr T R | aw # Us @7 9Y gU aWedl § 9
Suerfert % smar av gae fafire yreg Afva @ s |

ST ST

=g g § e fAwferfaa aftomay € spoe we @
> ST T ST ATferehl ASTG o TRANHA/HSATIAT #1 AT
Hfae BT quT a1 Augd (A9 &9 & 99 # 14 & oy
el ®f fFAga F1) & A uF SiEee # e
T |
> T A % dehlel INad & (o g AidEn &6
- ATATHT FOA TAT FIAHAT 61 AT HEA & forw faom
L R T R R R I R
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w%aﬁwwaﬁmwﬁﬁaﬂ%@ww%
FAT FATE IS |

> ot § o Srew SERT § e A P @ww §
TIT ATl HAGL T T8 WEYT HAT ATEAT & - T8 FLHL
BT S fARr ST & AT WSTE 2 I ST AT
FeT |

> gAY a Yur g fO T s #i S sieid et

& oY e e g ST ATy € fave @ T W W
e 9% g e # #ee Aot | .

> aH] B G b AU T AT FA A IR I3 G qT
e § #eg % forg ATferdl 9 SIHAT #T 34TT a9 ATy &
3= FW IR fAge 7 & & forg SRa 4 |

> aTferT woTgE ¥ fRdT H Secls A aATeAl BT TH F A
wmmwmﬁwmmﬁ

FT IATE q&T | :
| AR
T W Y IqareEt e et ® o gEE &1 |
SeRTfEr frT ST | 3 Suafert St & aRade ar sy
strerefreT @t | 3@ O FT AT YW ST, 56 TeiEd
For ae R awett aaeaTet & ary e sraw #i AT |
a1 -y ¥ e IRge % forg At & aftads &g @
avE & Hforer sy T sroy, fad ' & anforr-AegL & daY
A
R S SR R SRR S N R
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" 5, 6,7 2003 AR, FACH

- Organiser of the Event
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Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL)
Central Secretariat, C/o RLHP, No.5, Gayathripuram, Udayagiri Post,
Mysore-570019. Karnataka. Phone: 0821-452094
email:caclcs@sachametin Website: www.caclindia.org
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