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                                          Executive summary  

On 11th September 2021, Campaign Against Child Labour(CACL) Bihar , in collaboration with 

National Advocacy Unit (NAU), organized State Level Consultation on ‘Issues, challenges and 

Possible ways for the Child Labour Eradication in the state’. 

 

 In the consultation 52 participants (Annexure I) including professor from universities, 

institutions and member organizations of CACL, and CCHT (Collective Coalition Against 

Human Trafficking) participated. All participants shared their rich experiences and give 

recommendations to eradicate bonded & child labour from the state of Bihar. Due to well 

thoughtful schedule (Annexure II) workshop took a wonderful action-oriented shape in the 

presence of very vibrant participants as well as the knowledgeable speakers, academicians 

and motivating guests. The workshop began with the welcome of all participants and 

sharing of objectives and agenda of the state level consultation. Following this Mr. Nawlesh 

Kumar Singh, State Convener, CACL Bihar introduced the consultation and requested Mr. 

Pramod Kumar Sharma to Chair the consultation and to share his views on the objectives of 

the consultation with participants. Mr. Nawlesh Kumar Singh also requested Mr. Suresh 

Kumar, child Right Activist to facilitate the sessions in the absence of Dr. Anil Kumar Roy, 

State Convener, RTE Forum Bihar Chapter. Subsequently, during the Context Setting session 

Mr Ashok Kumar, Convener, National Advocacy unit, CACL discussed about the 

strengthening the campaign in the state towards total complete eradication of child labour. 

Following  this, the Panel discussion was began where distinguished speakers like Mrs Gargi 

Saha, Child protection officer, Unicef, Mr. Sachin Kumar, Programme Advisor, Freedom 

Fund, Mr. Suresh Kumar, Child Rights Expert and Piyush Kumar, Save the Children  shared 

their rich experiences and considerate views  on ‘Issues, challenges and Possible ways for 

the Child Labor Eradication in the State and discussed about the strategies to ensure the 

basic rights of children in the context of COVID 19 Pandemic. 

 

 The Open house discussion was moderated by Mr. Suresh Kumar, Advocate, Child Right 

Expert. The key discussion points were; role of academicians to give evidences to policy 

makers for making changes in existing government policies, use of technology to spread 

information about child Labour issue as well laws like CLPRAA,2016 as government schemes 

to combat it at mass level, civil society can play significant role like CACL is playing in their 

projects. It was shared that engagement of youth, need of more field researches and study 

on Child Labour issues are necessary for the better implementation of government schemes, 

push and pull factors of laws related to child Labour, difference between child labour and 

working child, rehabilitation of rescues victims, engagement of community and local leaders 

and capacity building of stakeholders in order to achieve total eradication of child labour in 

the state.  
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After the open house discussion, there was follow-up discussion on the action points 

decided in the last meeting held on 19th March 2021 which was facilitated by Mr. Pramod 

Kumar Sharma, Member Core Group, CACL Bihar and State Convener HLN. Subsequently, 

Ms. Suman Singh, Member, core Group discussed about her views and grass root 

experiences on strengthening/Energising state chapter of CACL. 

After this session Mr. Nawlesh Kumar Singh, State Convener, CACL Bihar and Mr. Akshay 

Kumar, State Convener, Lokshala Abhiyan shared their ideas and suggestions on developing 

Action plan/ Road map and possible areas of collaboration for child labour free Bihar.  

 

Highlights of the Consultation 

Inaugural Session 

The State Level consultation on ‘Issues, challenges and Possible ways for the Child Labour 

Eradication in the state began under the chairmanship of Mr. Pramod Kumar Sharma, 

Member CACL, Centre DIRECT. Mr. Nawlesh Kumar, State Convener CACL requested to all 

participants to share their name & organization. After introduction of participants, he 

welcomed all the guests. Following the introduction session of CACL he shared agenda in 

brief and said “according to census 2011 around 14.4 million children, or 37 percent of 

India’s population, are below the age group of 18 years. He further said that 99 million 

children in total have drop out of school and census 2011 indicates that there are over 8.2 

million child labours in 

the country. He also 

shared that poverty, 

unemployment/ 

underemployment, caste 

and gender 

discrimination, low level 

of education, 

inaccessibility to social 

security measures are the 

main causes of child 

labour as the increasing 

gap between the rich and 

the poor, privatization 

and economic reforms 

has adversely impacted the children. He also put emphasis on human trafficking, bonded 

labour and child labour are very sensitive issues and we all are here to discuss on these 

issues. 
 

Mr. Nawlesh Kumar, addressing during inaugural session 
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Session 1- Context setting-strengthening the campaign in the state towards total 

eradication of child labour 

Following the very motivating and promising inaugural session facilitator invited Mr. Ashok 

Kumar, Convener, National Advocacy Unit -CACL to set the context of the consultation. 

During this speech Mr. Ashok Kumar, addressed participants and congratulated the 

organizers for organising such a useful consultation and promised for full support from 

Networks like CACL, HLN, CSOs and institutions like CNLU Patna on this issue . While 

discussing about 

the objective of the 

consultation, he 

said that, there is a 

lot of amendments 

related to child 

labour laws in last 

five years. He said 

that, we need to 

deeply co-relate the 

child labour issues 

with the COVID 19 

pandemic. CACL 

Bihar team already 

discussed about 

various issues in 

the previous meeting and said that CACL need to have change in the context of child labour 

issues and there is a need to observe SWOT analysis in terms of vision and mission of the 

CACL. He further said that, there is a need for continuous dialogue with govt stakeholders, 

Partners, Networks, CSOs and NGOs who have been working on the issues of child labour. 

There is a need to ensure proper implementation of integrated child Protection Scheme in 

order to work with WLCPC (Ward Level Child Protection Committee) and SCPC (State Child 

Protection Committee).  

Resource mapping and Data always play an important role for studies, researched and 

making policies and due to lack of exact data we always struggle with good policies that can 

address social issues like human trafficking, child labour and bonded labour, said by speaker. 

The speaker suggested that, there should be vulnerability mapping of aspirational district. 

the phenomenon of exploitation of vulnerable people began to be recognizing as an evil and 

unacceptable practice by government and came up CLPRA. The purpose of the Act was to 

prevents the cases of child labour which is have not decreased. In fact, has been growing 

day by day due to unpresented COVID 19.  We need to work with media because media can 

play vital role in Awareness of community towards the issues of child labour and bounded 

labour. 

  

Mr.Ashok Kumar, Convenor, National Advocacy Unit CACL, sharing his views 
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Session 2: Panel Discussion:  

Theme: Child Labour scenario in Bihar and strategy to ensure the basic rights of children 

for making the state child labour free. 

After a short tea break at 11: 20 am, the moderator of the session invited Ms. Gargi Saha, 

Child Protection Officer, Unicef for sharing her views and suggestions to make the state 

child labour free. Ms. Gargi 

Saha, congratulated the CACL 

team for its constant efforts to 

ensure the basic rights of 

children for making the state 

child labour free. She 

informed that around 30 lakhs 

people’s reverse migration 

took place in Bihar therefore  

we need to make proper 

action plan and ensure its 

implementation with the 

support from grass root 

organization working in the 

field  to address  child labour 

issues appropriately . Ms. Gargi Saha said that, this is a ground reality that  there many more 

people who are forced to live life like bonded labour. Social and behavioural change is very 

difficult so child friendly police station should be formed in every district and CSOs and 

other stakeholders should be involved in running those child friendly police stations.  

 Every year numbers of bonded labours are increasing by 25% ( including men, women and 

children) and this situation became worst after the COVID 19 pandemic. Many of them are 

in the condition that they are working from their 3rd generation and their children are also 

involved in these works. Their children are also living a bonded life like them, and to end this 

kind of situation our organization UNICEF is working with the government through our 

partners. She also urged the 

participants that we should work 

together to address these 

sensitive issues.  

After this sharing session, 

facilitator invited Mrs Ritu 

Mishra, Programme Coordinator, 

North Region, Terre des hommes, 

Germany – India Programme to 

share her views. She said that 

we have enough data and 

evidences related to the 

incidences of child labour 
Ms. Ritu Mishra, TDH NRO-addressing the participants 

Mrs.Gargy Saha, Child Protection Officer UNICEF, 
addressing the participants in panel discussion. 
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available to us but it should be properly collected and reviewed. Ms. Ritu said that 

education plays significant role in fighting against child labour. Whenever we talk about 

human trafficking, child labour and bonded labour then district administration starts 

running away from its responsibilities. She stated that the policy should change as per the 

need of time and government should improve our old policies. Academicians, NGOs and 

CBOs may play a significant role in developing strategies to ensure basic here to give 

evidence to government for making changes in present policies through their studies. 

Moving forward with the panel discussion Mr. Suresh Kumar, Advocate, Child Rights Expert, 

expressed his views on the 

enriching panel discussion 

and said that state action 

plan should be strengthen 

and should be properly 

reviewed so that we can get 

to know about where we 

have reached or what we 

have achieved in the 

previous year. He said that 

we need to send written 

letter to all the concerned 

government departments so 

that issues related to child 

labour and re- trafficking could be addressed. The biggest help can be done by our 

bureaucrats because they understand all the aspects of field better than anyone else and 

these kinds of workshops should be done with the people of the same area so that they can 

help to improve the policies, added by him. He sum-up his views and said that should 

undertake traditional research 

work focusing on the human 

trafficking, sex trade and 

poverty, strategy for elimination 

bonded / forced labour & child 

labour, effective practices for 

take-off rehabilitation. 

 Following this very informative 

speech, moderator requested to 

Mr. Sachin Kumar, Programme 

Advisor, Freedom Fund. Mr Sachin 

thanked to all the academicians 

came in the consultation and 

shared the experience. He said that for the last many years, he has been working on the 

bonded labour and human trafficking issues. As per my experience, coordination and 

collaboration between government non-government organization is very important. Looking 

at the data of in previous session, he said that the data of the child labour is actually the 

Mr. Sachin Kumar, Advisor-Freedom Fund sharing his 
Views during panel discussion 

Mr. Suresh Kumar, sharing his views during panel discussion 
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data of the children who are involved in labour activities but in reality, it is too high and has 

been substantially increased in the COVID 19 pandemic as we can see children in our daily 

life working at tea or food stalls. We have to work to fill these types of gaps, because the 

data we see in the paper and in reality, are different. We need to link education and which is 

the major component to fight against child labour and this issue should be raised at national 

level. Mr. Sachin, further discussed about the allocation of budget on child protection which 

is considerably low and NGOs need to be updated for the effective working against child 

labour and bounded labour as sometimes the government does not want to see the data 

that comes from NGOs. In today's society people still think that the bonded labourer will be 

a hostage or they will not have the freedom to visit but now days there are many people 

who are being controlled by money lenders and kiln owners and forced them to live with 

them for 20 years. He drawn attention of all academicians and said that it is a right time to 

work in collaboration and as an academician we have to come forward to eliminate bonded 

labour issue and   also try to work for wellbeing of child labour and bonded labour. He 

winded-up his words with the promise that he will continue his work in wellbeing of child 

labour and bonded labour with is dedicated team of CACL.   

Subsequently, moderator requested to second Mr. Piyush Kumar, Programme Coordinator, 

Save the children, to share 

his views in the panel 

discussion. He said that It 

is very appropriate that 

this consultation is being 

held. Concerning with the 

increasing magnitude of 

the problem of child 

labourers in the in Bihar 

and increasingly younger 

age of victims of child 

labour, the Department of 

Labour Resources, 

Government of Bihar had 

set a Child Labour Tracking 

System (CLTS) and made laws like CLPRAA, 2016. One of the objectives of the state level 

consultation is not only to critically analyse the laws and policies but the government 

squarely fails to overcome the problem as they talk about only child. If children are seen in 

isolation of their families, the problem goes unabated.  I am very happy that all of you from 

CACL, member of network organization, academicians’ other participants of the house who 

are concerned with making our systems function are here to see how we can make our 

systems more responsive and effective by strengthening the implementation of ASTITVA 

guidelines, RTE and school enrolment. As far as the needs of the rescued child labour are 

concerned, we need to give more importance to education not on life skills. 

  Mr. Piyush Kumar, Save the Children, Sharing his experiences. 
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He further explained about his experiences where he learned that implementation of laws, 

action plans and policies   relating to child labour with special emphasis on effective rescue 

and post-rescue rehabilitation strategies, which should be adopted in the case of Child 

Labour. He said that “I want to make sure that every youth and adolescent should be united 

to make this day remarkable to fight against this social evil and strengthen community with 

child protection laws as it is important for overall development of women, child and youth. 

They play most important role in society”. He further concludes his speech and said that 

kinds of welfare schemes do not reach to actual beneficiary.  People of especially the youths 

our country need to be aware the pros and cons of child labour and develop common 

strategies to  for fight against this crime then only we can make our dream (child labour free 

country) true.  

Session ended with felicitation of speakers and moderators and facilitator invited everyone 

for lunch. 

Session 3: Open House Discussion 

Then moderator extended thanks to all the panelists and said that “all of you opened the 

whole box of knowledge through facts and data. Subsequently he invited participants for 

open house discussion.  

Mr. Ashok Kumar, National 

Convener, National Advocacy Unit-

CACL, said that CACL has developed 

its website and it will also develop 

online resource centre, and for this 

he thanked Mrs. Ritu Mishra for 

providing the technical support. He 

urged all the participants to provide 

their regular support in organizing 

such a fruitful dialogue ,discussion 

& consultation on regular intervals 

in Bihar . Mr. Pramod Kumar 

Sharma, Member core Group, CACL 

Bihar and State Convenor, HLN agreed and said that we will come together every month to 

discuss the issues and challenges of child Labour eradication and also said that we can seek 

support from academic institutions like Chanakya National Law University (CLNU) for their 

support in evidence-based research work and studies on Child Rights and child  protection 

issues . 

Then Mr.Ritu Raj, Secretary, Narayani Sewa Sansthan, Hazipur, said that, the data collection 

is a very big challenge in research work. If we go to collect the data anywhere then we 

cannot find the exact data. In order to collect accurate data, we have to understand the 

circumstances and get information from different sources and write it accordingly. He said 

that children rescued from bounded labour are not getting compensation. 

               Participants During Open House Discussion 
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Ms. Suman Singh, Member, Core Group, CACL, Bihar and State Convener,CBATN highlighted  

biggest challenge to , child and bonded labour system is the lack of accurate data. As a field 

worker we always face trouble for accurate data because when even anyone want to do 

research, they don’t get exact data and when any grass root worker wants to make strategy 

to address issue, they also face same. Another challenge she shared was lack of 

rehabilitation plans with agencies. She stated her experience as CWC member, that there 

are many children to whom we have restored in their families after their counselling and 

medical but after some time the same children came again before us. She advised to do to 

involve CWC process and take initiative to help the children and to stop bonded labour. 

Session 4: Follow-up-Discussion on the action points decided in the last 

meeting held on 19th March 2021. Strengthening energising state chapter of 

CACL  

This session was facilitated by Mr. Pramod Kumar Sharma, Member Core Group, CACL Bihar 

and State Convenor, HLN. He briefly discussed on the action points decided in the last 

meeting held in the month of March 2021. He said that due to unprecedented COVID 19 

lockdowns, the social sector faced lots of challenges in implementing regular activities but 

how ever we have been giving constant support in strengthening networks like CACL and 

HLN so that child labour problems could be addressed at grassroot and as well as State level. 

He further said that we have identified Gaya district which is hot spot of child labour in the 

state. During COVID -19 lockdown we have done 2 DCPC meeting and tried to develop 

regular communication with the concerned departments and we have tried to gather data 

from the government departments. He suggested all the participants and said that “If we 

want to work towards system strengthening, we need to agree on Non-financial MOU and if 

we will do financial MOU then I think as a network we will not be able to work with the 

government.” He added that, we need to work on certain mandate of State Action Plan to 

eliminate child labour and we can do advocacy at all levels.  We need to take oath from all 

the elected representative at ward and panchayat level on the issues of child labour and for 

this we can take support from the networks and partner. We need to develop strategies and 

raise demand to strengthen gram and ward Sabha if we want to implement sate Action Plan 

at grassroot level.  

Subsequently, during this Session Ms. Ritu Mishra and Mrs Suman suggested that during 

Aam Sabha and Gram Sabha election process, there is a need to empower communities, 

especially children, youths and women so that they can have better understanding over 

child protection issues and right based approach so that they can raise their demand in front 

of elected representatives. 
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Session 5: Developing Action Plan/Road Map for child labour free Bihar. Possible areas 

(Sector and geography wise) for collaboration- possible partners for collaboration. 

 

The moderator extended thanks to the speakers and invited Mr. Nawlesh Kumar Singh, 

State Convener, CACL Bihar to suggest his views on developing action plan /road map for 

Child labour. He said that, at panchayat/block level need to strengthen 3 legal committees 

that is CPC, VHSNC (Village Health, Sanitation and Nutrition Committee) SMC (School 

Management Committee) so that we can work efficiently in order to identify the gaps and 

challenges related to child labour and protection issues. We need to strengthen vigilance 

mechanism at community level. We will formulate state, division and local level action 

group at district level and we will discuss and prepare questionnaire on this basis and 

prepare/collect case study that in which areas/ districts cases of child labour have increased. 

He added that, there will be 15-members of State Level Action Group consisting of members 

of networks, civil society organization, team of social activists and also a member of 

Department of Labour Resources. Poverty, lack of education & community awareness is 

emerging the main causes of bonded labour and human trafficking in the state . He also 

added that due to lack of implementation of State Action Plan of Bihar government,  and 

lack of knowledge about social security schemes, situation is getting worst day by day. 

Hence we recommend that we should do regular community meetings to make them aware 

about government schemes and facilities. We will establish online resource centre with the 

support of networks and partners for the purpose of sharing reports, research paper and 

studies based on the child labour issues.  

In the light of child labour eradication Mr. Akshay Kumar, State Convener, Lokshala 

Abhiyan said that till date we have been looking at the issues of child labour in part/portion. 

When we look at the problems in part, it is natural that the nature of its solution will also be 

the same. But today the situation has changed. Today problems have to be solved in 

totality. 

Mr. Chandra Bhushan, Member, Core group, CACL given vote of thanks and Session ended 

with felicitation of speakers and moderators and facilitator invited everyone for lunch. 

  

*************************************************** 
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ANNEXTURE 1 (PARTICIPANTS LIST) 
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ANNEXTURE II (PROGRAMME SCHEDULE) 

Campaign Against Child Labour (CACL) 
Bihar State Consultation  

Theme: ‘Issues, Challenges and Possible ways for the Child Labour Eradication in the state’ 

Date: 11th Sept 2021, Venue:  A. N. Sinha Institute of Social Studies-Patna 

Organized by: Bihar State Chapter – CACL, In Collaboration With: National Advocacy Unit -CACL  

Draft Programme Schedule 

Time Session Resource Person/ Facilitator/s 

10.00 am -10.30 am Registration  Bihar CACL Team  

- Facilitator Dr. Suresh Kumar, Child Right 

Expert 

10.30 am-10.45 am  CACL Song and Video Spots Screening  NAU-CACL 

10.45 am -10.55 am Welcome and Introduction of the Participants  Mr. Nawlesh Kumar Singh, 

State Convener, CACL Bihar 

10.55 am -11.10 am Context Setting – Strengthening the Campaign In 

the state towards total eradication of Child 

Labour  

Mr. Ashok Kumar, Convener, 

National Advocacy Unit-CACL 

11.10 am-11.30 am TEA BREAK  

11.30 am -12.30 pm Panel discussion : 

Theme: Child labour scenario in Bihar and 

strategy to ensure the basic rights of children for 

making the State Child Labour Free (especially in 

context with COVID19 pandemic).  

 

Panelists: 

 Ms Gargi Saha, Child 

Protection Officer,  Unicef 

 Mr. Rafay Eajaz Hussain, 

State Head, Save the 

Children, Bihar 

 

 Mr. Sachin Kumar, 

Programme Advisor, 

Freedom Fund 

Moderator: Suresh Kumar, 

Child Right Expert 

12.30 pm -1.00 pm Open House Discussion 

 

Moderator : Mr. Ravindra Nath 

Roy, Member, Core Group, 

CACL Bihar 

1.00 pm-2.00 pm  LUNCH  BREAK  

2.00 pm- 2.45 pm Possible areas (sector & geography wise)  of 

future collaboration & Possible partners –for the 

child labour eradication from the state 

Group Discussion (in 4 groups) 

Facilitator- Pramod Kumar 

Sharma, Member Core Group, 

CACL Bihar & State Convener, 

HLN 
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2.45 pm-3.15 pm  Group Presentations 

 

Facilitator- Ms. Suman Singh, 

Member, Core Group, CACL, 

Bihar & State Convener, CBTN  

3.15 pm- 3.30 pm -Strengthening /Energizing State chapter of 

CACL. 

-FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION on the action points 

decided in the last meeting held on 19th Mach 

2021.  

 

Facilitator- Nawlesh Kumar 

Singh, State Convener, CACL 

Bihar  

Ms Suman Singh, Member, 

Core Group, CACL, Bihar and 

state convener,CBATN 

3.30pm- 3.45pm Developing Action Plan/Road Map for Child 

labour free Bihar 

Nawlesh Kumar Singh, State 

Convener, CACL Bihar 

Mr. Akshay Kumar, State 

Convener, Lokshala Abhiyan 

3.50pm- 3.55pm Concluding Remarks and Vote of Thanks Mr. Chandrabhshan, Member, 

Core Group, CACL Bihar 

3. 55 pm -4.00 pm  Tea  

                                                                                           

ANNEXTURE III (NEWS PAPER CLIPPING) 

********************************************************** 


